Newsletter
Heber Primary School

Heber Road, London, SE22 9LA
t: 020 8693 2075 | F: 020 8299 0239
w: heberprimaryschool.com
e: adminoffice@heber.southwark.sch.uk
twitter : @heberschool

Issue number: 08 5th November 2021

This Week in Art

Year 3 explored automatic drawing this week after discerning differences between the abstract, semi abstract and more realistic
artwork of Joan Miro. Year 1 excitedly began creating their Mangrove installation, with soil, water and many many sticks! Thank you
for collecting! The children then began further research into the creatures who live within the mangroves and enjoyed creating mini
models of these too.

The Children Are Uncontrollable! New Playground Revealed!
Over the half term holiday a top-secret specialist team of playground workers had quietly made a lovely green and sporty surface!
The children were shocked, excited and thrilled. Their response was uncontrollable. As soon as they stepped onto the beautiful
verdant expanse they dived to the ground while screaming with joy. They then started to spin and spin and spin. Most of this
week’s PE lessons have started with ten minutes of uncontrollable spinning.
From a less emotional point of view the new playground is flatter, smoother and drier. It provides an even bounce and will ‘take
spin’ (a cricketing term). It also takes spin in terms of over-excited children rolling across playground. It also feels warmer!
Hopefully in the future we can raise money to floodlight the playground – allowing it to be used after school in the winter. Another
exciting development would be a rebound wall and a climbing wall.

The Meaning of Life is Shown by Year 3 girls
You just have to love the Heber Year 3 girls. Every girl in both Year 3 classes wanted to play in the football fixture against Alleyns
School this week. And in true Heber fashion every girl was selected to play in the fixture. Thus, we had 24 players ready to
represent the school. Only two couldn’t make it – one through sickness and the other through being on crutches.
The girls have worked on the Heber chant and now it more or less makes sense. As we made the short walk along Heber Road
and Townley Road all the girls were singing enthusiastically. Annoying the neighbours and unsettling our opponents (good prematch tactic).
Continued on page 2
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Much to the surprise of our home team hosts Heber had more players than they could muster. We had 3 teams of 6, but on top of
this we still had another 6 players waiting to get on the pitch. This is fantastic! At Heber we talk a lot about having a go, trying
new things, and being brave. Clearly the Year 3 girls have understood this message.

Unfortunately, Mr Neve-Dunn was forced to referee one of the pitches so his analysis of all the games is even more limited than
his usual confused ramblings.

Ultimately Alleyns won one match and two were drawn. Admittedly we took a bit of a beating in the match we lost against the
Alleyns ‘A’ team. However, we were unlucky not to win the other matches. Amelie scored an amazing hat-trick and because of
this she will receive a special prize from Miss Rosenberg.

All the girls were happy and positive after the games, no matter the result. They loved the experience. As soon as the final
whistle blew they were charging towards the after-match biscuits. The girls shared many biscuits, hugged their team mates and
then headed home, happily chanting the Heber ‘song’. What more is there to life?
Year 3 girls know the meaning of life.

Black History Month 2021
At Heber Primary School, we passionately believe that black history should be taught throughout the year. Children at our school
learn about the Ancient Egyptian and Maya civilisations, and as part of our other topics children learn about significant black
individuals from British history. They learn about key moments from Black British history for example, the Year 6 children learn
about the campaign for the abolishment of slavery in the late 18th century / early 19th century.

However, we still believe it is important to celebrate Black History Month as it gives our staff and pupils the opportunity to step
away from the National Curriculum and learn about the Black British history that sadly has often not been taught in British schools.
This we sometimes call ‘forgotten history.’

Following on from our successful topic last year on the arrival of the Empire Windrush in 1948 and the generation of settlers from
the West Indies that came to Britain in the following years; this year our topic was The History of the Notting Hill Carnival. The
children learnt about the Notting Hill Race Riots of 1958, and how Claudia Jones decided to do something positive in the area to
celebrate West Indies culture by creating a Caribbean Carnival that ran for 6 years until her sad death in 1964. The children then
learnt how Rhuane Laslett brought this carnival onto the streets of London to create what we now know as the Notting Hill Carnival.
Their fantastic legacy is what has now become the biggest street festival in Europe!

Finally, we ended our topic with a school carnival. The carnival began with a whole school procession led by talented Year 6
children playing a catchy rhythm on djembe drums, percussion instruments and carrying handmade banners through both
playgrounds and the dining hall. We all wore carnival masks we made ourselves and carried around wonderful colourful wings we
had created with our resident artist - Mrs Davis. We gathered together in the Lordship Lane playground to hear a lively djembe
performance by theYear 6 children before competing in a Samba dance off!
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You can watch the Heber Carnival video on Twitter here. This is what each year group got up to in October:
EYFS
The children in the Foundation Stage had been learning about the origins of Notting Hill carnival. We learnt what a carnival was,
and how people celebrated. We started the week by learning the song “Dancing in the Streets” by Martha Reeves and the
Vandellas.

We looked at different places in the Caribbean, listening to music, looking at the weather and learning the traditional song
‘Tingaleyo’. We also fried some plantain, and for some children it was the first time trying it. It was rather delicious!
Year 1
In Year 1 we have loved learning about Notting Hill Carnival. We enjoyed learning about Caribbean culture and The Windrush
Movement after WWII. We were particularly interested in Claudia Jones – who is known as the ‘Mother of Notting Hill Carnival’. We
examined her life and work as an activist for racial equality. To celebrate Claudia’s positive contribution to British history we made
post stamps. Heber School Carnival was also a very exciting day! We made masks to wear that were inspired by the sparkling,
colourful costumes worn at Notting Hill Carnival. We loved Samba dancing to the drums!

Year 2
We explored the life story of Claudia Jones through drama. We role played the key moments in her life in small groups. This was
really helpful for our learning as it gave us a really strong understanding of her struggles and emotions. Our teachers then
challenged us to write biographies of her life - a tricky task and for most of us our first time writing a biography. However, they
turned out fantastically well and we have published them as a brilliant display in the corridor outside of 2JP’s classroom.

Year 3
We learned about the two influential women central to the establishment of the Notting Hill Carnival - Claudia Jones and Rhaune
Laslett-O’Brien - through a range of historical sources. We then explored their shared motivation for creating the carnival by looking
at the cause and effect of historical events that led up to the first indoor festival in 1959, through plotting a timeline from the end of
World War II, through to the Windrush (drawing on our knowledge from last year’s Black History Month here at Heber), and the
Notting Hill Riots. We then turned our attention to how the carnival has developed over the years, taking a closer look specifically at
the people and jobs that make it happen.

Year 4
In Year 4, we focused on the factors that led to the creation of the Notting Hill Carnival (including recapping on our Windrush
learning from last year and exploring the race riots) as well as the legacy of the inspirational women who started it. We used a
range of media to research the Notting Hill Carnival and its roots. Taking a cross-curricular approach to our learning, we wrote an
information text all about our findings and some of us even created our own quizzes using Google Forms. We then had a lot of fun
creating our own masks, headdresses and feathers to wear on carnival day!
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Year 5
In year 5 we explored different elements of Notting Hill Carnival. We looked at what the carnival was like in the past and how it has
grown and developed over time. We researched and explored the lives of the creators of the carnival Claudia Jones and Rhaune
Laslett-O’Brien. We also took the opportunity to find out as much as possible about carnival today, who goes, what can we expect
to see, eat and hear when we visit, and also just how many sequins are used each year for the outfits (around 30 million!)!
Year 6
Year 6 focused on cause and effect. We spent some time learning about Carnival and looking at the reasons why carnival came
into being and reflected on our previous learning last year on the Windrush. We learned about the Notting Hill race riots and
listened to radio archives of people’s reactions to these events.
We also loved exploring the narrative poem ‘The men from Jamaica are Settling Down’ by Benjamin Zephiniah. Year 6 also had a
lot of fun making banners for each year group for our Heber Carnival and having the opportunity to be leaders in the school on the
actual day of the carnival.
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Upcoming Fun Heber Events - Get Booking!
The P&F are delighted to unveil more details about the upcoming Heber quiz and Christmas trail/fair. We can’t wait to see you
there!
Thursday 18th November, 8pm – Heber Quiz Night
£5 tickets are now available for Heber Quiz Night, 90s Nostalgia from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/heberpandf/t-vrqzvo
Make up teams of up to six or we can allocate you to a team. There’ll be delicious food and a fantastic array of drinks in funky
reusable Heber cups which can all be purchased on the night. You can bank on a series of entertaining rounds with a great bunch
of Heber teachers and parents/carers! Get in quick for a ticket because once they’re gone, they’re gone!
Saturday 4th December, 12 - 4pm – Christmas Trail/Fair
Plans are coming together for this not-to-be-missed festive event. You can expect a load of cool stalls set up outside Heber homes;
and the ever popular Christmas Grotto, Year 6 Games and mulled wine (amongst other things) on offer in the Heber playground.
Do email heberpandf@gmail.com if you would like to host a stall outside your home on the day, or would like to help out in any
other way. We’d love to hear from you!
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Stars of the Week

Academic Excellence Awards

Congratulations to the following children who were

This week in our Merit Assembly we celebrated the successes of a

chosen as the Star of the Week for demonstrating our

child from each class, who excelled in their learning and produced

school values this week:

some outstanding work. Well done to the following children:

Reception – Edward (RC) and Minnie (RP)

Reception – Theo (RC) and Jasper (RP)

Year 1 – Alexander (1DT) and Mehmet (1H)

Year 1 – Hamish (1DT) and Joe (1H)

Year 2 – Mercy (2JP) and Thea (2S)

Year 2 – Sophia (2JP) and Sadie (2S)

Year 3 – Amiya (3KE) and Jack Cole (3N)

Year 3 – Alex (3KE) and Holly (3N)

Year 4 – Anika (4C) and Bobo (4N)

Year 4 – William (4C) and Tessa (4N)

Year 5 – Aaliyah (5K) and Alec (5W)

Year 5 – Noah (5K) and Shameeka (5W)

Year 6 – Nory (6A) and Nathaniel (6F)

Year 6 – Amy (6A) and Florence (6F)

November
Tuesday

9th

TeenTech City of Tomorrow - Years 4, 5 & 6 - Session 2

Wednesday

10th

Wednesday

10th

Wednesday

17th

Monday

15th

Monday

15th

2JP visiting Madame Tussauds
(3:30pm – 5:00pm)

Year 5 Girls football at Alleyns
2S visiting Madame Tussauds

– Friday

19th

Anti-Bullying Week – Theme: One Kind Word
Flu Immunisations

Thursday

18th

Reception vision screening

Thursday

18th

Heber Quiz Night

Friday

Own clothes day – School Council charity fundraiser

19th

December
Saturday
Friday

4th

(12:00pm – 4:00pm)
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