
English 

The Princess Blankets:  We were blown 

away by the quality of the stories the chil-

dren wrote inspired by The Princess Blankets.    

The quality of the figurative language used 

was especially impressive.  

The Man Who Walked Between The Tow-

ers:  Based on the extraordinary stunt per-

formed by of Philippe Petit at the Twin Tow-

ers in 1974— the children write a newspa-

per report on the even and after will write a 

biography of his incredible life.  

Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four 

Black Women and the Space Race: Children 

learn about the achievements and determi-

nation of these four iconic women and write 

for a range of purposes and for different 

formal and informal contexts.  

Mathematics 

This half term, children have studied multipli-

cation and division using the formal written 

methods.  They have learnt to multiply 4 

digits by 2 digit numbers and to divide 4 

digit numbers by 1 digit number with remain-

ders.  We have since moved on to learning 

about fractions. In this unit, we have started 

by revising equivalent fractions and learning 

to convert between mixed numbers and im-

proper fractions.  We will soon go on to 

practice comparing and ordering fractions 

before learning to add, subtract and multi-

ply them.  After this unit, we will study deci-

mals and percentages and how they relate 

to fractions.  

Physical Education 

During school closure there will be lessons 

from the front room designed to engage the 

interest of the pupils.  Fun will be a key ele-

ment.  The structure will be based on aerobic 

and strength style exercises followed by skills 

sessions that revise balance, agility, response 

and coordination (hand and feet). Enjoyment 

is important to support good mental and 

physical health. 

Returning to school the focus will be on the 

personal and physical skills necessary to pro-

gress in sport.  There will be an emphasis on 

team games – particularly invasion sports 

such as football and netball.  There will be 

team building games involving climbing chal-

lenges in the middle hall. 

Science 

Forces: This half term, children have learned 
about a number of forces, including gravity, 
water resistance, air resistance and fric-
tion.  They have experimented with the ef-
fects of gravity in pulling objects towards the 
earth, as well as how air and water re-
sistance can slow down an object's trajecto-
ry,  They have experimented in making 
streamlined shapes and drawn conclusions 
about the affects of different forces on ob-

ject’s movement.  

Earth and Space: The children describe the 

movement of the Earth and other planets 

relative to the Sun as well as the movement 

of the Moon relative to the Earth. They will 

discuss day and night and examine the ap-

parent movement of the Sun.

How do the coastal features in the UK compare 

to Brazil?  

Art and Design 

The children will be exploring the principles 

of perspective drawing and the methods we 

can use in crafting optical illusion. Starting 

by looking at the work made by artist and 

sculptor, David Batchelor, the children will 

learn how to draw different perspectives. 

Focusing on extreme heights as well as com-

mon street views, they will explore a range 

of media to develop their “looking skills” 

through drawing and painting.  

Music 

Year 5 will start the Spring term studying 

Motown music. We will look at the overall 

sound and the features of this identifiable 

genre, the important people involved and 

will learn to sing and play the song ‘Dancing 

In The Street’. This is alongside further learn-

ing on reading rhythms on the musical stave.  

PSHE 

Our first topic was ‘Valuing Differences’ 

where children looked at friendship and how 

to accept each other’s differences.  The chil-

dren also studied diversity and learnt about 

Rosa Parkes. 

After half term the children will learn about 

rights and responsibilities.  Issues covered will  

include health and well-being, rights, respon-

sibilities, duties, community action, and finan-

cial planning.  

Computing 

Using block coding, children have learned 

how computers can generate random num-

bers and how these can be used in simula-

tions and games. In the second half term, 

linked to our Earth and Space Science topic, 

we will learn about the Mars Rover, studying 

how it transfers data using binary code 

and how it is programmed. 

Religious Education 

We will be learning what popular religions 

believe about God. We will look at and 

compare many religions,  We will therefore 

be also reinforcing learning about the popu-

lar religions of the world and features of 

them.  

Humanities 

Our topic this term is a Geography topic 

(however History will still be taught but cross 

curricular such as through our English texts.)  

Children will  learn about key costal features 

and will learn how the natural features of the 

coast change over time.  Children will re-

search online about the south coast of Eng-

land and the coast line of Brazil and make 

comparisons between the key features of the 

two. 

Children will further develop their mapping 

skills from previous years, and learn how to 

use a range of maps including online maps 

and OS maps to identify topographical fea-

tures.  Children will use online learning to do 

fun projects such as designing a tour of the 

Jurassic Coast and designing a holiday bro-

chure for Rio De Janeiro.  
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Belated Happy New Year.  Or Happy Year of the Ox!  This is a rather different bulletin in 

which we are going to give an over view of the learning your child has done so far, and 

will continue to do over the next weeks online.  At the time of writing we are still unsure 

when the school will be reopened, so we are planning learning that can be done online but 

with the hope that some of the learning will be able to be delivered in school.    

 

Our Topic 

Our topic this term will be framed around the enquiry question, ‘How do the coastal fea-

tures in the UK compare to Brazil?”  The topic has been moved from the Summer term, as it 

was felt this a topic that leant itself better to online learning.  The children will use online 

research to learn about both the South Coast of the UK and Rio De Janeiro.   

 

PE Days 

On Monday, Wednesday and Friday Mr Neve-Dunn provides a lively daily 30 minute 

online PE video assisted by his two canine helpers: Noah and Joe.   

When we do return to school we will have 2 hours of P.E a week and it is vital the children 

have their P.E kit in school. As we do P.E inside and outside the children need to have: a 

plain white t-shirt (or a Heber fun run t-shirt), dark shorts, a pair of dark tracksuit bottoms 

and trainers. Year 5 do PE on the following days.  

 5S: Outdoor PE on Fridays with additional indoor sessions during the week 

 5A Outdoor PE on Fridays with additional indoor sessions during the week 

 

Spellings 

Children are assigned new spellings on a Monday.  While we are learning from home, it 

would be great if an adult or an older siblings can test your child each week on their spell-

ings.  When we return to school, there will be a weekly test at school.   

 

There is a spelling worksheet each week that will be either assigned on Google Classroom 

while we are learning online, or sent home as a printed worksheet when we return to 

school.  

Reading 

We would recommend your child reads for 20 minutes a day.  At this stage in their devel-

opment there is no need for your child to read their book out loud (though reading stories 

out loud together for pleasure can still be a treat even at this age), but you can ask ques-

tions about the text to check their understanding.   There is a parent workshop on reading 

on Google Classroom.  

If you are stuck for book recommendations, the children in Year 5 have designed an edita-

ble spreadsheet to share recommendations on.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/

d/1I8wsQ1B6t58VMS9j7crsGEdyBnPg7cZJWDBTy4oZ4Nw/edit#gid=0 

Online Learning Platforms 

The children should also be using Mathletics—we will set a weekly task for them to com-

plete—and Times Tables Rockstars.   There is the opportunity to earn certificates which will 

either be given out at school or emailed to home.  Look out for the occasional Battle of the 

Bands when children compete as classes to be top of the pops in TTRockstars.  

Spellings will be assigned each week on Spelling Shed and there will be kudos to whoever 

is top of the weekly league in our class (and maybe a few house points!) 

Diary Dates 

Half term : 15th to 19th February 
Immersion day; TBC 
World Book Day: Thursday 4th March and Friday 5th March  
STEAM Week: 8th-13th March 
 
Further Information 
 

If you would like more information about our curriculum, school routines, how you can sup-

port your child’s learning at home, how we support children with additional needs, policies 

and procedures or if you would like to talk about how your child is getting on,  please send 

an email to the school office asking for us to either call you at home or to set up a video 

call.  

The Year 5 Team 
 

5S: Dominic Stevens    LSAs: Mrs Al-Ramah, Miss Andreea  

5A: Jonny Adams   Key Stage 2 Lead: Kathryn Farrelly  

 

Website: www.heberprimaryschool.com  

Twitter: @heberschool 
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