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End of Year Update 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are now coming to the end of a very different type of school year. Recently the 
government announced that all children will be back to school in September. Our team 
are working on plans for their safe return and we are very much looking forward to being 
back together. Guidance for schools has just been published, so we will plan as much as 
we can before the end of the school year to give you all the information that you need 
before the children return. It may be necessary to update you during the school holidays 
if there are any further changes. 

 
The Secretary of State for Education has confirmed that schools are not required to open 
over the summer holidays for vulnerable children and children of critical workers. We 
have essential building work scheduled to be carried out by the Local Authority over the 
summer, which means that we will not be able to accommodate any summer holiday 
clubs. Mr Neve-Dunn’s charity will be running a holiday sports club at Burgess Park. He 
is offering funded spaces for families who are eligible for the Pupil Premium from schools 
local to Burgess Park and has put aside a few spaces for Heber children who may have 
been finding the lockdown particularly challenging. Please contact Mrs Joseph-Williams 
at gjoseph@heber.southwark.sch.uk if this is of interest to you. If we become aware of 
other holiday childcare provision, this will be shared in our newsletter. 

 
Since the beginning of June, we have followed the government guidance as closely as 
possible and have been able to accommodate bubbles of up to 15 children in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 whilst also providing spaces for children of critical workers and some 
of our more vulnerable pupils. The high take up of places took us to full capacity in terms 
of staffing and physical space available to us. All classrooms are in use and playgrounds, 
toilets, entry times and leaving times are tightly timetabled to prevent children and staff 
from different bubbles coming into contact with each other.  

 
Regardless of all the new rules, changes to normal classroom layout, limitations on 
equipment, regular handwashing, being taught by staff who they didn’t know and in 
different classrooms, the children who have returned to us have settled back into school 
very swiftly. Children who were anxious about their return were quickly put at ease by our 
nurturing team and showed remarkable resilience. They have proved just how adaptable 
children are with a little bit of reassurance from supportive adults (and friends) around 
them, in school and at home.  
 
We will be carefully supporting children who may find this transition more difficult in 
September. There will be an opportunity for you to share your child’s experiences and 
any concerns that you have about your child’s return with their new class teacher early 
on in the new academic year. 
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Transition for Nursery and Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

 
Online Sessions  
As part of our end of year transition work, teachers will be inviting children to join them 
on Zoom for two sessions to take place over the next two weeks. Our teachers have been 
working in school with the priority year groups and would like to offer an opportunity for 
their usual classes to reconnect before the summer holidays. Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 teachers 
will email parents with Zoom links and timings early next week. As Mrs Pang is on 
maternity leave, Miss Platt will be holding the Zoom sessions for 3P.  

 
Class Farewells 
On Monday 20th July we are planning transition sessions in school for year groups who 
have been unable to return to school since March. This will be an opportunity for children 
to say farewell to their classmates and teacher, as well as meet their new teacher for the 
next academic year. Children from the critical worker group will be able to attend this 
session along with their normal class. The sessions will be 2 hours long. 

 
In line with the current government guidance, groups will be limited to no more than 15 
children, meaning we will run a morning session and an afternoon session for classes if 
more than 15 children wish to attend. Arrival and departure times will be staggered across 
all the school's entrances in order to reduce crowding. Teachers will be following the 
safety guidelines we have been using all term to keep children and staff safe in school. 

 
Please register your child's attendance using this form by Friday 10th July. Once 
registration closes and we have finalised uptake for each year group, we will be able to 
share further information, such as timings for the session. 

 
Farewell Videos 
Class teachers are currently working on transition videos to share with children who are 
unable to be in school or attend the online session. On this video the class teachers will 
say goodbye to their class and the new teacher will introduce themselves. We hope that 
this will offer some closure to the school year for those at home and provide all children 
with an introduction to their new teacher. 

 
Nursery 
Parents of children in our Nursery will be contacted soon by Mr Howard to invite the 
children to a socially distanced end of year picnic at school. We are also working on a 
graduation video for the Nursery children, which parents will receive a link to in an email.  
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Transition for Reception, Years 1 and 6 

 
The class teachers of the children who are already in school will be saying goodbye to 
their current classes on Friday 17th July. New teachers for the children in Reception and 
Year 1 will also visit them during the day to say hello. If your child is not currently attending 
school and you would like them to join one of our bubbles, even for a final farewell on the 
last day, please contact us at adminoffice@heber.southwark.sch.uk  

 
We will not be closing the school at 2pm as we usually do at the end of the term, but will 
be keeping to our new staggered end of day timings.  

 
The children in Reception and Year 1 will also receive a video from their current and new 
class teacher as not all children have been able to return to school.  

 
 
 

Moving Forward 

 
End of Year Reports 
Reports will be sent home to parents by email on Thursday 9th July. If you wish to discuss 
your child’s report with your child’s class teacher, you can contact them by email to 
arrange a phone call.  

 
Supporting Transition into the New Academic Year  
In the Autumn Term, as well as holding a curriculum meeting for each class, which is 
likely to be held online, we will be arranging calls between new teachers and parents. 
This early parent meeting will give you the opportunity to share your child’s experiences 
during the lockdown period and discuss any concerns that you may have.  

 
I know that many of you will be anxious that your children are getting behind with their 
learning. We have a fantastic team of expert teachers at Heber who are putting together 
a carefully thought out recovery curriculum, and support packages for children who need 
it. They have a good handle on what has been missed in the curriculum and are working 
on plans to address these gaps. They are experienced at teaching children with a wide 
range of starting points and will start the year by reviewing the children’s individual needs 
in order to inform provision.  
 
In recent years, we have formed a strong network with many other schools in our Local 
Authority and we will be working together closely to share ideas and expertise that will 
help us to move forward after such a challenging year.  

 
There was a recent announcement that the government will be allocating funding to 
schools to provide catch up and tutoring programmes. This was very welcome news and 
we have already been planning the provision that this will support.  
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Class Teachers for 2020/2021 

 

 
Current Class New Teacher New Class Name 

Reception E Mrs Jefford and Mrs Darby  1DJ 

Reception C Ms Hughes 1H 

1H Ms Bassett 2B 

1L Mrs Lyon 2L 

2B Mr Elliott and Mrs Leondis 3LE 

2J Ms Carter 3C 

3P Miss Platt 4P 

3A Ms Walls 4W 

4S Mr Stevens 5S 

4P Mr Adams 5A 

5C Mrs Farrelly 6F 

5M Ms Kleywegt 6K 

 
Mr Howard will be leaving us this year as Mrs Piddington returns from her maternity 
leave. We are incredibly thankful for his contribution to the Foundation Stage through 
such a challenging time and wish him all the very best.  

 
Ms Mohamed will also be leaving us at the end of the school year to take up a position 
closer to home. I would like to thank Ms Mohamed for her hard work and dedication this 
year and wish her the best of luck in her new role.  

 
We would like to welcome Ms Walls to our teaching staff, having spent the year working 
alongside Ms Kleywegt in Year 6.  

 
We are very proud to have such a strong team of teachers at Heber and we are 
confident that the children will have a great year in their new classes.  

 
Best wishes,  

 
Rivka Rosenberg 
Headteacher 
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