Our school
values and
ethos
Everything we do is
underpinned by the
agreed school
values
across the school.

Responsibility
Thoughtfulness
Resilience

What is Letters and Sounds ?

Children’s spoken language
supports reading and writing
 In order to make a good start in reading and writing,

children need to have an adult listen to them and talk to
them. Speaking and listening are the foundations for
reading and writing.
 Books are a rich source of new words for your child;
words you would not use in everyday conversations
appear in books. Children need to have a wide
vocabulary to understand the meaning of books, so read
aloud and share books as often as you can. They will
enjoy it and it will be useful to them when they come
across these words in their own reading later on.

Letters and Sounds
 Letters and Sounds is divided into six phases, with each

phase building on the skills and knowledge of previous
learning. Children have time to practise and rapidly
expand their ability to read and spell words. They are
also taught to read and spell ‘tricky words’, which are
words with spellings that are unusual.

Key Vocabulary
 Phoneme- The smallest unit of sounds in words.

 Grapheme- The way the phoneme is written. One letter or one







group of letters used to make one sounds
Diagraph- two letters that make one sound e.g ch, sh, th, ng
Triagraph- Three letters that make one sound e.g igh, ure, ear
Blending- Blend the sound together in a word to read e.g c –a – tcat
Segmenting- Breaking the down word down into its sound to
read and spell.
Tricky words- a word that cannot be read phonetically e.g the,
they, was, where

Phase 2
 The first set of phonemes are introduced over a period
of six weeks. The order allows children to begin to
make words and segment (separate) and blend (join to
goether) letters after only one week.

S a t p i n
 By this point they will be able to read a variety of CVC
words e.g sat, pin, pot, pat
 They will then learn m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, e, f, ff,
l, ll, ss. These are divided into five sets, once one set
has been taught they will have the opportunity to
apply their learning before moving onto the next set.

Phase 3
The purpose of this phase is to:
• teach more graphemes, most of which are made of
two letters, for example, ‘oa’ as in boat
• practise blending and segmenting a wider set of CVC
words, for example, fizz, chip, sheep, light
• learn all letter names and begin to form them
correctly
• read more tricky words and begin to spell some of
them
• read and write words in phrases and sentences.

Phase 3
 CVC words containing graphemes made of two or








more letters
Here are some examples of words your children will be
reading: tail, week, right, soap, food, park, burn,
cord, town, soil
Their confidence from the daily experience of practising
and applying their phonic knowledge to reading and
writing is really paying off!
Tricky words
The number of tricky words is growing. These are so
important for reading and spelling: he, she, we, me, be,
was, my, you, her, they, all.

Phase 4
• Children continue to practise previously learned
graphemes and phonemes and learn how to read and
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

write:
CVCC words: tent, damp, toast, chimp
For example, in the word ‘toast’, t = consonant, oa =
vowel, s = consonant, t = consonant.
and CCVC words: swim, plum, sport, cream, spoon
For example, in the word ‘cream’, c = consonant, r =
consonant, ea = vowel, m = consonant.
They will be learning more tricky words and continuing
to read and write sentences together.
Tricky words
said, so, do, have, like, some, come, were, there,
little, one, when, out, what

Jolly Phonics
 At Heber we use the Jolly Phonics system to support
children's recognition of letters and sounds.

 Jolly phonics is a multi sensory approach that uses
gestures and actions to coincide with letters.
 Jolly phonics is broken down into 7 groups.
 It includes single sounds (phonemes) and digraphs.

Strategies and activities:
Sound buttons

Breaking the
word down

Speeding up
when you blend

Say the word 3
times, cover
and repeat

Really helpful phonic sites
Youtube: Mr Thorne
does Phonics
- Gerladine the
Giraffe
You tube- Mr Mc
- Range of superhero
words
- Blending videos
- Songs that the children
may like

Websitewww.phonicsplay.co.uk

AlphablocksCbeebies
Website and
Youtube: Fun with
phonics
- Gives practical
activity ideas

Things to do at home:
 - Link letters to sounds and actions- practise
 - Sound out words out wherever possible

 - I spy using initial sounds e.g. I spy something
beginning with 'c' etc
 - Rhyming games so children start to hear
sound patterns in words
 - Spot/hunt sounds and tricky words

Useful websites
www.jollylearning.co.uk

www.phonicsplay.co.uk
www.lettersandsounds.co.uk
www.letters-and-sounds.com

cbeebies

