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Dear Parents and Carers,  
  
As you are aware, the government has announced their ambition for schools to begin to 
welcome back children into Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. School leaders 
have been directed to begin to plan for the return of priority year groups identified by the 
government. Schools should begin a phased return from 1st June, if the five tests have 
been met. We still do not know if they have been met and are awaiting an 
announcement, which we are expecting to be made in the news on Thursday 28th May. 
This will decide whether the plan to re-open at this point is going ahead. 
  
Since the announcement, the government has released numerous guidance documents 
and have been updating them over the course of the last week. This has made planning 
extremely challenging, with time to put the plans into action quickly running out. 
  
There is a lot of information for you to consider, but we feel it is important that we give 
you as much detail as possible. It was clear from the survey that many of you feel 
uncertain about what school will be like for your child. The aim of this letter is to 
highlight some of the key changes that will be put in place to help parents to decide 
whether a return to school during the last half term of the year is the right choice for 
your family. It is important that you find a way to manage your child’s expectations 
about what a return to school will look like, as it will look and feel very different to school 
before the closure. Alongside all of the new rules and routines, we will have a very 
strong focus on children’s wellbeing and we will try our absolute best to make it as 
inviting as possible. 
  
The earliest that our school will re-open to the first of the priority year groups is 
Thursday 4th June. This delay will enable staff to become acquainted with the new 
safety measures in place and allow for adequate staff training and planning time. 
Children of critical workers will be able to return to Heber on Tuesday 2nd June. 
  
The Senior Leadership Team have worked relentlessly to try to meet the government’s 
expectations and have created a thorough risk assessment. This has been sent out to 
all staff for consultation and we are gathering feedback.  
 
Staff have been reassured that our intention is to make school as safe as possible for 
all. However, the government guidance states that whilst we should make our best 
endeavour to implement social distancing in school; “We know that, unlike older 
children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 
2 metres apart from each other and staff”. This is a greater risk than many other people 
returning to work are being expected to take and has been a source of anxiety for many 
of our staff. 
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Key Changes 
  
What changes will be made to the way the school operates? 

 School will be closed to most pupils every Wednesday to carry out a deep clean, 
to provide staff with time to plan for their classes in school and to continue 
planning their online provision for children who are still at home 

 Critical worker provision will continue to run all week, Monday to Friday, for 
children of critical workers and vulnerable children where it has been agreed 
with the school that they should attend 

 School will operate staggered start and finish times 
 Parents and carers will not be allowed to come into the school building or into 

the playgrounds. 
 Only one parent will be allowed to drop off/collect their child and this needs to be 

done quickly to avoid congestion at the gates where social distancing is crucial 
to preventing the spread of the virus 

 There will not be any breakfast club or after school provision. 
  
What will school be like for children? 
We want children to return to school and feel safe, happy and welcome but there will be 
lots of changes and new rules for the children to learn about when they return. We are 
carefully planning the re-integration for children. The curriculum will be similar to what it 
was before school closed, but the style of teaching will be different in order to keep staff 
and children distanced. There will be a stronger focus on socialisation and hygiene 
routines will be built into the timetable. Key transition years will focus on transition to the 
next key stage. We are adapting our transition planning for Year 6 and have 
approached local secondary schools to see how we can work in collaboration to 
prepare our children for their move to secondary school under these new 
circumstances. 
  
To ensure that children and staff are safe during the day the following changes will be in 
place: 

 Children will be grouped into protective ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 children. 
Group sizes will depend on the space available. Children and staff within the 
bubbles will not mix with other children or staff at any point during the day 

 Children may be taught by staff they do not know and in a different classroom 
 Children will not be allowed to bring anything into school other than a lunchbox 

(optional) and a water bottle (essential)  
 Classrooms will be organised to maintain space between seating and desks 
 Lessons and activities will be planned to minimise movement around 

classrooms and the wider school 
 The use of resources and equipment will be limited  
 Critical worker groups will be looked after in a mixed age group ranging from 

Nursery up to Year 6.  This group will only be split into two groups if it becomes 
too large. 
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What if a child displays symptoms during the school day? 
If a child displays symptoms during the course of the day, they will need to be isolated 
within school and collected as a matter of urgency. The whole family will then need to 
isolate at home for 14 days. The government has said that a test will be available to the 
whole family and the child can only return if they receive a negative result. It is possible 
that the whole bubble will need to isolate at home. 
  
What additional safety measures will be in place? 
There will be many new safety measures in place. Some key changes are listed below: 

 Cleaning will take place regularly between activities and throughout the day 
 If a child or family member has possible covid-19 symptoms, they cannot come 

to school 
 Regular hand washing routines will be established 
 There will not be any assemblies 
 The behaviour policy will be updated and children will be expected to follow the 

new rules that are in place to keep everybody safe 

Before we return 
More detailed expectations will be sent home to families before their children return. 
We need to know as soon as possible if you plan to send your children into school so 
that groupings can be decided. If you have a child in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or 
Year 6 please complete this admissions form.  
You can also use the admissions form to let us know if you are a critical worker and 
would like your child to return to school to access critical worker provision. Please can 
all families requiring critical worker provision complete this, even if you have accessed 
critical worker provision already, so we have a very clear record of the number of 
children who will be attending. Please find a link to the guidance and criteria for 
accessing this provision here.   
Children of critical workers will either be placed in the critical worker children group 
Monday - Friday which will cover Nursery - Year 6, or in their year group, according to 
parental preference; if placed in their year group they will not be able to attend school 
on a Wednesday. These groupings cannot be mixed for safety reasons.  
Children who have been assessed as vulnerable will have been contacted by the 
school already.  
 
Staggered return 
Our Reception children may find this change difficult. Therefore, we will be welcoming 
them back to school first. After the first children have settled in we will aim to invite Year 
1 into school. This is likely to be during the week commencing 15th June and then the 
aim is that Year 6 will return week commencing Monday 22nd June at the earliest. We 
will contact you again to confirm dates once we are back at school and have been able 
to review how the new procedures are working. Parents of children in Nursery will be 
contacted directly after we have returned to school, to discuss individual needs. 
  
Staff and space availability may mean that we are only able to bring in the next year 
group on a part time basis. We will try our best to avoid this. This will be clarified after 
we have reviewed the settling in of each year group and parents will be informed ahead 
of their child’s return date and with as much notice as possible. 
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Finally 
There has been constant debate in the media, especially over the last week (mental 
health awareness week) and quite a lot of bad publicity for our staff’s profession. This 
has taken its toll on many of us. Please be aware that we want nothing more than a 
return to school. We miss the children and each other greatly. But we have to ensure 
safety for all is at the core of our decision making and this requires patience.  
 
Please be reassured that despite these very difficult circumstances, our staff will all do 
their best to make the return to school for some of our children as positive an 
experience as it can possibly be.  
  
Please can we take this opportunity to wish all our families a safe and happy half-term 
break. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Rivka Rosenberg   Joanna Watson & Alex Jones 
Headteacher    Co-Chairs of the Governing Body 
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