
Year 4 Summer Term 1 & 2 2019

Key dates for the diary
• Bank Holiday- Monday 6th May 2019

• 4LJ trip to The Discover Children’s Centre – 7th May

• 4E trip to The Discover Children’s Centre – 8th May

• Immersion Day - East Dulwich Street Art Trip –Tuesday 14th May (afternoon)

• Half Term Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May

• 4E Trip to London Wetlands Centre – Tuesday 4th June

• 4LJ Trip to London Wetlands Centre – Thursday 6th June

• Last day of term – Friday 19th July at 2pm

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back! We hope you had wonderful break and are all refreshed and raring to go for the Summer
Term. The children in Year 4 will be taught the following this term:

English
We will be working on a range of genres including: narrative fiction, information texts and poetry. This term our
class texts will be:

Heart in a Bottle – We will be exploring the descriptive language in this book and using it as inspiration to write
our own stories.

Cautionary Verses: We will be exploring the concept of Cautionary Verses through the poems of Hilaire Belloc.
The children will experiment with rhyme, including how to make it relevant, and will shape their own poem
using rhyming couplets.

Varjak Paw: We will explore the characters and settings through discussion, role-play and drawing activities.
Story-mapping will help children to understand the text and to plan their own writing. Children will develop
narrative, poetry and diary entries inspired by Varjak’s journey.

Maths
In Maths this term we will be consolidating our understanding of decimals before moving on to exploring the
concepts of money and time. These are two areas of Maths where your support at home can make a real
impact on progress, taking opportunities to ask your child to read the time on an analogue or a 24 hour clock,
as well as enabling them to interact with money during the weekly shop, for example. In the second half of the
term we will move on to statistics and geometry.

Science
States of Matter
The children will be leaning how to compare and group materials together, according to whether they are
solids, liquids or gases. They will observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled,
and measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C). They will identify the
part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with
temperature.

Living things and their habitats
The children will be learning to recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways. They will
explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and
wider environment. They will investigate how environments can change and that this can sometimes pose
dangers to living things



Summer Term Topic: LOCAL DETECTIVES
Our learning theme this term is a cross curricular unit exploring our local area. The children will be learning
through Geography, History, Art and DT lessons linked to the topic.

Computing:
Linking to our ‘Local Detectives’ topic we will make and publish web pages about the history of East Dulwich.
We would appreciate support from parents who have knowledge of building websites.

Geography
The children will learn the names and locations of the central London boroughs and be able to place landmarks
(including Heber School!) on a map. We will also investigate how the area has changed over time and the
reasons for this.

History
Our study of the local area will involve getting out and exploring our local area and what was happening in
Southwark during key periods in History. We will use a range of sources to make historical discoveries and
note connections, contrasts and trends over time.

RE
We in Year 4 will be looking at our local area and studying its religious impact. We will look at the faiths and
world views represented close to us and in the borough, before looking further out to compare. We will look at
how we can identify them when out and about, and how they use their buildings in religious actions.

Art:
City Creatures
Focusing on the wild nature within our city, the children will create an urban jungle installation. They will utilise
3D and 2D processes including willow sculpting, textiles, paper sculpture, collage and painting. The children
will research contemporary artists David Hepher, Yayoi Kusama and Peter Blake. Additionally, the children will
collaborate on creating large scale musical instruments to display within the music hall.

DT
We will be making 3D maps of East Dulwich, highlighting important landmarks like Heber. One class will make
a map of East Dulwich circa 1881-1920 and the other class will make one of present day East Dulwich. This
will link to our Topic work on Local Detectives. Please make yourself known to either class teacher if you have
something to contribute to this project (e.g. photos / local knowledge).

P.S.H.E
In Summer 1 our focus is on Relationships paying particular attention to family relationships and how they
change. Summer 2 will be our SRE focus for the year and the covers changes to the body during puberty in
Year 4.

Music
In Year 4, we will be using the song ‘Blackbird’ in our learning. We will study the song in terms of tempo, mood
and style, and develop our instrumental skills on a variety of instruments. We will develop paired and group
performances of our chosen song. We will explore the music of the time period it was released, putting it in to
context using our learning of the History of Music from last year.

Spanish
In Spanish, children will be learning a song to perform on Spanish Day. They will also be learning about foods,
places and the times of the day.



P.E
The focus will be on the physical and creative skills necessary for sport. There will also be work on the
resilience and reacting positively when things become difficult. There will be analysis of performances and
discussion about how to improve. The main sports will be cricket, rounders and athletics. Working as sports
leaders the children will have opportunity to show imagination in their invented games. They will also be able
lead a small group of young children in a competitive sports activity.

PE Days:
• 4LJ - PE on Monday and Wednesday
• 4E - PE on Thursday and Friday

General Routines

Ways to help your child at home:
Reading needs to be done every day and recorded in reading records when possible. Reading records will be
checked by an adult in school during Guided Reading.

By the end of Year 4, the children are expected to know all their times tables to 12 x 12. Working through
them with your child at home using the online resources: Mathletics, and Times Tables Rockstars would really
support your child with their development in this area, ensuring that they can recall them quickly and know
them at random rather than learning them by rote.

Children will also be given spellings each week to learn at home. These will be given out every Friday. They
will need to practice them throughout the week in preparation for spelling lessons on Fridays. Every child has
been given access to Spelling Shed, which will also support their spellings. The login details have been
provided but if you need them again please don’t hesitate to ask.

Routines:
• Children to come up to their classrooms for 8.45am.
• Children to be collected from the playground at 3.30pm. Please make yourself known to us before

collecting your child.
• If your child has been selected for an intervention, please ensure they are in school on time.

Meetings:
• If you have any concerns that you need to discuss please contact the office to make an appointment

with your child’s class teacher.

Thank you in advance for your help and support this term.

Yours sincerely,

The Year 4 Team


