
Buenos Dias, Year 5 Parents!  

Welcome to our 2019 -2020 Curriculum Meeting.

• Please can you sign the register so we can ensure that everyone has 
had the correct information about our fabulous year.  Also there is a 
short feedback form to complete at the end.  (Please be nice!)
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Our school values and ethos

Everything we do is underpinned by the agreed school
values across the school.

Responsibility
Thoughtfulness
Resilience
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What to do if you are worried about your child:

At our first whole school assembly of the year we spent a lot of time 
introducing staff so all the children can name the adult in the school 
who they feel comfortable talking to. 

If there is any point throughout the academic year that you become 
worried about your child please make an appointment in the office (or 
via email with the office) with us; we know your child the best in the 
school and should be your first point of contact. 

If anything changes at home please let us know so we can support your 
child in school. 
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Y5 weekly timetable – 5C 



Y5 weekly timetable – 5M 



English
• We follow a text led approach.

• Planning, drafting and reviewing are a key focus of writing in Year 5. 

Writing should have a purpose and awareness of genre type. 

Should be organised and have an awareness of reader

Cohesive devices are used and sustained throughout a piece – variety of sentences, linking paragraphs, 

avoiding repetitive pronouns.

Language development – use of more sophisticated/emotive language 

Variety of accurate punctuation. 

We are really lucky to have been selected to work with The Globe on a two year project. We will be using / 
embedding drama techniques into lessons. 

• Where possible the English texts link to topics.
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Texts covered this year:  Please don’t read these 
books at home with your children! 

• Princess Blankets

• Origami Yoda

• Hidden Figure: The True Story of Four Black Women

and the Space Race

• The Highway Man

• The Man Who Walked Between the Towers

• Harris Burdock

• Varmints – film narrative
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Reading

• Whole Class Guided Reading:

Kensuke Kingdom

Wonder

There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom

• Reading Records will be checked weekly 

• Children to select their own books from our school library or our book 
corners. Children are more than welcome to bring in their own books 
as well. 

• Library day – books back! (Monday for 5C, Thursday for 5M)

• Workshop on October 31st for parents on how to support reading
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Targets and expectations in writing in Year 5

• Children will be writing with handwriting pens in black ink and will be expected to use 
cursive script (as demonstrated in daily handwriting sessions.)

Here are a few Grammatical highlights of Year 5!

• Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes

• Verb prefixes

• Relative clauses and relative pronouns (who, which, why, where, whose)

• Modal verbs

• Cohesive devices within and across paragraphs

• Fronted Adverbials

• Brackets dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

• Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity
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Spelling

• Spellings are tested weekly (each list is based around a rule following 
the National Curriculum).

• The Weekly list is assigned on Spelling Shed (logins are in Reading 
Records.)

• Children can still take home a printed list (however for the sake of the 
rainforests, the lists will be online on Spelling Shed.)

• 5C are tested on Fridays and 5M on a Thursday.

• There is also a Year 5/6 Statutory Word List that children that we will 
be using to assign on Spelling Shed.
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Add Year 5/ 6 Word List
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Aims of the Primary Mathematics Curriculum:

• FLUENCY - to be able to calculate accurately, automatically, quickly 
and irrespective of how the question is asked.

• REASONING - to be able to evaluate, justify and explain their 
mathematical thinking.

• PROBLEM SOLVING - to be able to apply their knowledge and skills to 
a variety of unseen contexts. Often open ended with more than one 
answer.

• Pupils choose their level of challenge (bronze, silver, gold), with 
guidance where necessary. Their choice of challenge may vary from 
day-to-day and topic-to-topic.
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A focus on fluency…

Children MUST meet these expectations before the year is out.
Fluency in maths is a focus this year at Heber.
As a school we use Times Table Rock Stars (ttrockstars.com) to help 
develop the fluency of our children in this area.
Children have a log in, if unsure they can get this from their teacher.
We are also doing half termly times tables and number bond tests 
to encourage children to take more ownership over their progress in 
this area.
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Home Learning

• We offer a wide range of home learning opportunities:

Every week your child be expected to complete:

• A fluency task linked to that week’s learning (either Mathletics or paper based)

• A short times tables task or focus. (TTRS / times table crossword etc)

• Spelling homework

• A comment in their yellow reading record books. 

Please also support by:

• Encourage your child to read for 20 minutes everyday

• Talk to your child about their day at school.

• Support your child in learning how to tell the time on analogue and digital clocks to the nearest 
minute. 

• TTRS, Mathletics

• Spelling Shed 
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History and Geography. 
At Heber Primary School, through our History and Geography curriculum our intent is to teach 
children:

• To ask questions about their local, national and global community and be confident to use a range 
of geographical and historical skills to draw their own conclusions.

• A strong understanding of the history and geography of the British Isles and South London’s place 
within it and the wider world.

• Knowledge of the push and pull factors that have prompted migration in different places and 
times but especially into and out of the British Isles.

• An experience of diverse cultures, representing some of the diverse origins of the pupils 
themselves. This aims to challenge pupils’ assumptions and broaden their horizons.

• To consider questions of social justice, inequality and how these issues have affected children in 
the past, present and future. 

• To understand the impact and responsibility they have on our local, national and global 
environment. 
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The topics are:
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Science

Autumn: 
• Properties of Materials
• Changing Materials

Spring:
• Space
• Forces

Summer: 
• Animals including Humans
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Computing

This year at Heber, we are implementing a new Computing curriculum, designed to provide 
our children with an engaging and relevant knowledge of computers, the internet and 
digital technology.  

As part of this curriculum, we will teach Digital Citizenship lessons.  These cover all aspects 
of safe technology use, including: online bullying; online privacy and identity; healthy use of 
technology; use of passwords; copyright; and managing information online.

It is important to be pro-active in considering the online safety of your child and also to 
remember that all online activities should be monitored by parents.
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Why is it important?

• Ofcom research has shown that 91% of 5-15 year olds live in a 
household with internet access and over a third of all 3-4 year olds are 
now accessing the internet in their homes.

•34% of children aged 8-12 have a profile on sites that require users to be 
aged 13 or over e.g. Facebook (Childnet).

•13% of UK 9-16 year olds say they have been bothered or upset by 
something online in the past year (Ofcom)
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Potential risks to children online:

•Contact: children can be contacted by bullies or people who 

groom or seek to abuse them

•Content: age-inappropriate or unreliable content can be 

available to children

•Conduct: children may be at risk because of their own 

behaviour, for example, by sharing too much information

•Commercialism: young people can be unaware of hidden costs 

and advertising in apps, games and websites
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How you can help as a parent or carer:

• Keep the computer in a high-traffic area of your home.

• Establish limits for which online sites children may visit and for how long.

• Remember that Internet technology can be mobile, so make sure to monitor mobile 

phones, gaming devices (Xbox, PS4 etc.), and laptops.

• Surf the Internet with your children and let them show you what they like to do 

online.

• Know who is connecting with your children online and set rules for social networking, 

instant messaging, e-mailing, online gaming, and using webcams.

• Check the browser search history on a regular basis.

• Set up parental controls on all devices that children access.
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What to do if your child sees something inappropriate online:

•Don’t overreact if your child tells you about something they have seen. You 

might feel shocked and angry but by dealing with it calmly your child will 

know they can turn to you again.

•ALWAYS keep records of abusive messaging.

•Report abusive or inappropriate behaviour to the website and if serious, to 

the police.  Keep the school informed too.

•If you come across illegal content, such as images of child abuse, you can 

report this to the Internet Watch Foundation at www.iwf.org.uk.
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Designated Safeguarding Leads:

Rivka Rosenberg - Designated Safeguarding Lead.

Lyndsey Jefford - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead.

Genevieve Joseph-Williams - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead.
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Useful Digital Citizenship Websites and Resources (Available on 
school website)

•https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

•http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers

•http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers

•https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/

•http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/parents

•http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents
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Key Information

• 5C PE: Monday and Friday

• 5S PE: Wednesday and Thursday

• PE kits!

• Portals to the Past Immersion Day: Friday 27th September 2019

• Art and Music/RE lessons will be run with mixed classes. 
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School journey!
• Condover Hall in Shropshire

• Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May 2020.

• The total cost of the trip is £195.00. This includes 2 nights’ 
accommodation, travel, insurance, activities, meals and bedding

• Instalments can be made via Parent Pay from Monday 28th July to help 
spread the cost. The final balance is due 31st March 2020

• The full amount or a £50.00 deposit is made by Monday 28th October. 

• https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/activities

• Meeting to follow

https://www.jca-adventure.co.uk/activity-centres/condover-hall/activities


Attendance 

School attendance is central to raising standards in education and 
ensuring all pupils can fulfil their potential. The government has set a 
target of 96% attendance for all pupils. This rate allows for periods of 
illness or particular circumstances when absence from schools is 
unavoidable, approx. 5 days.  It is vital that your child comes to school 
everyday and on time! We start teaching at 9am so if your child is late 
they are missing teaching points. 

95% = 10 days of the school year = 40 lessons missed
94% =12 days of the school year = 48 lessons missed 
93% = 14 days of the school year = 56 lessons missed
90% = 20 days of the school year = 80 lessons missed 
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Workshops
We are always looking for ways we can support parents. Over 
the years we have run several workshops including Mathletics
/ phonics / maths support. Is there something you would like 
to know more about? If so please write your suggestion on the 
piece of paper at the front.

Growth Mindset?    
Mathematical methods?    

Behaviour?  
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Can you help?

It would be great to know if anyone would be keen to share an interest 
or support us with a Topic. If you would like to come into school it 
would be great to know your interests or job so we can get in touch 
when we need you! 

Please complete the register at the front if you are keen. 
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