
Year 5: Summer Term 2019

Key dates for the diary
• School Journey – Wednesday 1st May - Friday 3rd May

• Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May

• 5C Class Assembly - Wednesday 8th May

• Year 5’s Immersion Day in Broadstairs and Kingsgate Bay – Friday 17th May

• Half term - Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May

• 5S Class Assembly – 5th June

• Last day of Summer term – 19th July (2pm)

Dear Parents/Carers,

We hope you had a wonderful Easter holiday and are raring to go (as we are!) for the Summer Term. The sun
is out and we are excited about all of the fantastic learning we will be doing. Please find details of the Year 5
curriculum for the Summer Term 2019 below:

English
For the first half term, the work in English will be based around the text ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning
Thief’. This will take the children on an adventure through the discovery of a sword, tied to which is an ancient-
looking scroll, to writing an ode, exploring character and setting development, and then writing an own version
narrative chapter.

After half term, the work in English will be based around an abridged version of The Tempest by William
Shakespeare. During this sequence, children will have the chance to explore the themes, ideas and characters
in the play, as well as writing opportunities, such as character descriptions and comparisons, scene/setting
descriptions and diary entries. They will also explore the conventions of writing play scripts, including
(characterisation through) dialogue, stage directions and how to convey action, as well as some
Shakespearean conventions, such as the iambic pentameter. The sequence culminates in children having the
opportunity to write their own ‘tempest’ story to be read or performed.

The weekly spelling lesson will continue, focusing on spelling rules. Spellings will be sent home both as a
physical list to practice and as an electronic list on Spelling Shed. We have been really amazed by some of the
fantastic results we have seen on both our weekly and half termly spelling tests since introducing Spelling
Shed!

Grammar is integrated into the daily literacy lesson alongside discrete lessons as needed. This term we will be
reviewing the grammar the children have learned so far throughout their time at Heber School.

Children will continue to read complete novels as a class during our Guided Reading sessions. Children will
sometimes be asked to read the book as well at home, so please check with your child each week what book
they are reading in Guided Reading and ensure they have read the set pages or chapters. Particular focus in
Year 5 will be on comprehension and inference.

Maths
This term in Maths, children will continue working with decimals and will be able to use all four operations with
decimal numbers. We will then be moving on to measurement: focusing on conversion between different units
of measurement and investigating volume. We will finish the year looking at statistics where children will learn
to read timetables and plot data on graphs and tables.



Science
Summer 1: Forces
Children will continue studying to become forces experts in order to help the National History Museum to
recover a meteorite.
Summer 1: Animals and their Habitats.
Children will describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird, and
will describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals.

Summer 2: Animals including Humans
• In summer 2 children will describe the changes as humans develop from birth to old age. This will link to

our Sex and relationship topic at the end of the summer term.

Topic (Geography): Where the land meets the sea.
During this topic, we will study coasts. We will identify and name oceans and seas around the world using
maps and atlases. We will be looking into the physical and human features of a coastline and will practice map
reading skills using an Ordinance Survey map. Children will learn about coastal erosion and how coastlines are
managed in order to minimise its impact. We will examine the impact of human activity on coasts and explore
the effect that global warming has on coastal areas. We will also compare a stretch of coastline in England with
a stretch of coastline in South America.

Computing
Children will become familiar with blogs and the medium and genre of writing. They will then create a blog
about their time on School Journey including text and images. Children will learn how to use blogs safely,
respectfully and responsibly.

D.T
At the end of the year we will be making biscuits. Children will have the chance to explore different types of
biscuits, including flavour, texture and appearances. They will find out which biscuits are most and least
popular as well as design, make, evaluate (and of course eat!) their own biscuits.

Spanish
In Spanish, children will be learning a song to perform on Spanish Day. They will also be learning about foods,
places and the times of the day.

P.E
The focus will be on the social and personal skills necessary to enjoy and succeed in sport and other areas.
The children will have opportunities to work under pressure as a team in games such as rainbow rounders and
quick cricket. There will be an emphasis on personal skills developed, such as increased resilience and the
ability to change a plan that may not be working. There will be opportunities to coach and lead others in
athletics activities.

P.S.H.E
The theme for this term is Relationships. Children discuss embarrassing situations and how to deal with
different feelings.
Next half term we will be focussing on Moving On, preparing the children for Year 6 and the highlights and
challenges ahead.

RE
Year 5 will be learning about Islam, and specifically the life and impact of Muhammad. We will look at why he is
important to believers, what he says towards living a good life and some of his background. We will also learn
about how his teachings affect people of the faith in the choices in their everyday lives.

Music
Our Year 5 learners will experiment with improvisation this term. Our focus on musical expression and
composition will originate from improvisational skills and techniques we will explore in whole-class ensemble,
pairs, small groups, as well in solo. We will use jazz as our focus, initially using Bossa Nova and Swing styles.



Art
Trees, Land and Seascapes: The children will focus on local trees to create expressive drawing and painting.
They will research how integral trees are to our world through looking at sustainability as well as throughout
history. Children will be inspired by David Hockney, Van Gogh as well as my own London tree work! In light of
their seaside trip, they will also create mixed media seascapes rich in showing erosion through layering and
texture experimentation.

General Routines
P.E Days:

• 5S and 5C will both have P.E on Wednesday and Fridays

Indoor PE:
• The P.E. kit for indoor P.E is plain blue, black or white shorts, a plain white T shirt and bare feet. Football

shirts are not allowed.
Outdoor PE:
• For outdoor P.E, children will need to bring a plain white T-shirt, plain blue, black or white tracksuit bottoms

and trainers or plimsolls. Football shirts are not allowed.

Helpful hints on how you can help your child at home

• Ensure that your child reads every night and listen to them occasionally.
• Ensure your children is making at least two entries per week into their Reading Journal
• Talk to your child about their day at school.
• Help your child with their weekly spelling list and practice on Spelling Shed. The transfer of these skills

is very important.
• Help your children to learn the times tables and related division facts for each times table up to 12 x

12. (Times table Rockstars is a fantastic resource to help them.)
• Ensure your child is logging into Mathletics on a weekly basis and completing the tasks assigned to

them.

Thank you in advance for your continued support this academic year.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Stevens and Miss Carter


